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 IN AWE OF HIS HOLINESS 
 Isaiah 6:1-8 
 
 
 A few years ago, my son Adam and some college friends took a trip to the Grand Canyon. 
They hiked down into the canyon for four days, hiking about 18 miles a day. There was snow at 
the rim of the canyon the day they left, so they bundled up in parkas. When they reached the bottom 
it felt like summer and they wore t-shirts and shorts. Adam said it was the hardest thing he’d ever 
done, but that it was worth it because the sights were so amazing. Here is a snapshot of Adam’s 
trip. Isn’t that breathtaking? Not really, because a snapshot doesn’t do it justice. How about 8 times 
larger? Still doesn’t do it justice. So, let me blow it up 20 times larger and put it on the screen. The 
Grand Canyon is 277 miles long, 18 miles wide, 5,000 feet deep, and covers 1.2 million acres. 
This picture is accurate, but even a 20' x 12' LED wall does not capture the immensity and grandeur 
of the Grand Canyon. To comprehend the Grand Canyon, you have to see it for yourself. You have 
to experience for yourself. And the same is true of God. 

 
 This morning, we’re going to focus on the holiness of God. The words I say will be 
accurate, but there is no way I can fully explain the holiness of God. I can’t do Him justice. So, as 
we open our Bibles to Isaiah 6, we ask the Holy Spirit to be our teacher. 
 
 “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.” 
 
 The only appropriate response to a holy God is Psalm 2:11. “Worship the Lord with 
reverence, and rejoice with trembling.” When Moses, the great leader of the Hebrews, thought 
about God he said, “Who is like You among the gods, O Lord? Who is like You, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in praises, working wonders?” (Exodus 15:11). Again, the only appropriate 
response to this majestic, holy God is to “worship the Lord with reverence, and rejoice with 
trembling” (Psalm 2:11). 
 

In Isaiah’s day, there was tension in the Middle East. During the 8th century BC, Judah 
feared invasion, but instead of turning to God they turned to a wicked nation for protection. The 
Lord was weary of Judah’s unfaithfulness and said, “No matter how much you pray, I will not 
listen” (Isaiah 1:15). So, the Lord raised up Isaiah as a prophet to warn His people. Isaiah’s role 
was to call Judah to repentance. To do that, he had to remind Judah of God’s holiness. To do that, 
Isaiah had to encounter God’s holiness himself. Isaiah was allowed a glimpse of the holiness of 
God and it overwhelmed him. 

 
In much of today’s church, we emphasize relevance and pragmatism. People want to know 

how God can make their lives better. In a bygone era, the Puritans emphasized holiness and lived 
with a deep desire to please God with their lives. So today, we are looking at a missing emphasis 
in the church, and at this glaring emphasis in the Bible. Our Adult Bible Fellowship’s are studying 
the book of Leviticus. It’s a meticulous book that gets a bad rap for being boring. But Leviticus is 
one of the most glorious books in the Bible, because it describes how a holy God is to be 
worshiped. In it, the Lord says, “Be holy, for I am holy” (Leviticus 11:44).1 

 
When it comes to holiness, some of us may be a bit self-righteous. When we look around 

at how a lot of people are living, we think we’re doing pretty good. For others of us, when we hear 
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the word holiness, we feel worthless. We know our sins and feel like we can never live up to God’s 
standards. And there may be some of us who are insensitive to holiness; it arouses nothing spiritual 
in us. Whatever your first reaction to holiness, I beg up to lean in. Listen to Isaiah describe God, 
and allow the Holy Spirit to penetrate your mind and heart with the holiness of God. 

 
This morning, I want us to look at Isaiah 6 and see three things about the holiness of God. 

Holiness amazes. Holiness exposes. And holiness inspires. 
 
 
 HOLINESS AMAZES 
 

Holiness amazes. When Isaiah encountered the holiness of God, it overwhelmed him. 
Isaiah saw God. And he heard all of heaven praising Him. To encounter the holiness of God is to 
be amazed and overwhelmed with awe and humility and reverence. 

  
“In the year of King Uzziah’s death, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, 

with the train of His robe filling the temple” (Isaiah 6:1). The year was 740 BC. Uzziah was favored 
by God and reigned for 52 years. He was an architect of cities and a military genius; he even 
invented the catapult. The Bible says, “As long as he sought the Lord, God prospered him” (2 
Chronicles 26:5). But “pride led to his downfall.” Uzziah presumptuously pushed the priests aside 
and entered the temple to burn incense to God.2 Only priests were allowed to do that. But Uzziah 
insisted, even though eighty priests tried to stop him. And immediately God struck him with 
leprosy and he lived the rest of his life in isolation. 
 

Isaiah witnessed the rise and fall of Uzziah, and he grieved his death. Then God showed 
Isaiah something. “In the year of King Uzziah’s death, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne” (Isaiah 
6:1). God wanted Isaiah to know that even though Uzziah was no longer on his throne, God was 
still on His throne. Isaiah saw God sitting on His sovereign throne, the throne from which He 
governs the world. He saw the Lord “lofty and exalted.” He saw the Lord in all His majesty and 
royalty. He saw “the train of His robe filling the temple.” Like the train of a wedding dress 
following a beautiful bride, Isaiah saw the beauty of the Lord. 
 

He also saw angels around the Lord. “Seraphim (angels, fiery ones, dazzling creatures) 
stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered 
his feet, and with two he flew” (Isaiah 6:2). The angels covered their eyes, not even angels are 
allowed to look at God. They covered their feet, not even angels are allowed to stand before Him. 
And they flew above the Lord ready to respond to His command. 
 

And Isaiah heard the angels calling out to each other. “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of 
hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.” They repeated it three times. “Holy, Holy, Holy.” That’s 
the Hebrew way of stating a superlative. God is holy. No, He is holier than holy. No, He is holiest. 
As they praised Him, “the foundations of the thresholds trembled” and “the temple was filling with 
smoke” (Isaiah 6:4). 
 

Isaiah encountered the holiness of God and it was amazing. But what does it mean? What 
is the holiness of God? 
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The Hebrew concept of holiness means set apart, unique, special, sacred. In the Old 
Testament, “holy” was used to refer to sacred places, such as Mount Sinai and the “holy ground” 
upon which Moses met God. “Holy” referred to special days, such as the Sabbath. It referred to 
sacred items, such as the priest’s garments or the utensils used in the tabernacle in worship to God.3 
The Ten Commandments were a holy document. The book of Leviticus outlined holy worship. 
The wilderness tabernacle and the Temple of Solomon were holy structures. The way God’s people 
worshiped was to be holy because the God they worshiped was holy. 
 

Holiness means God is above and beyond. Holiness means He is in a category all by 
Himself. It was the sweet woman Hannah who said, “There is no one holy like the Lord; there is 
no one besides you” (1 Samuel 2:2, NIV).4 
 

Holiness also refers to His moral purity. God is inherently perfect. He is always right, 
always good, always just, and always love. He is the standard by which all other life is measured. 
He is perfection. And His eyes are “too pure to look on evil” and He cannot “tolerate wrong” 
(Habakkuk 1:13, NIV). 
 

Holiness is not just a description of God, it is the powerful essence of God radiating and 
touching our lives. Like feeling the heat of the sun, we should feel the holiness of God. The Bible 
refers to God as a “consuming fire” and as “light.”5 As a “consuming fire,” He is terrifying. As 
“light,” He is fascinating.6 

 
Holiness amazes. Jerry Bridges, in his book The Joy of Fearing God – yes, the “joy of 

fearing God” – wrote about a time he was studying the holiness of God. He said, “I fell to my 
knees before Him, not as a conscious decision but as a spontaneous response to what I was 
discovering about God’s holiness. I was utterly in awe of God.”7 

 
That’s exactly how Isaiah felt, and that’s we are to feel. To encounter the holiness of God 

is to be amazed and overwhelmed with awe and humility and reverence. Therefore, as Psalm 96 
declares, we “worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness” and we “tremble before him” 
(Psalm 96:9, NIV).8  
 
 
 HOLINESS EXPOSES 
 

Holiness amazes and holiness exposes. When Isaiah encountered the holiness of God, it 
broke him. He was convicted of his sin. He confessed his sin and he repented of his sin. And the 
moment he did, he felt the touch of God’s grace and forgiveness. To encounter the holiness of 
God is to be exposed. And when our sin is exposed, it moves us to conviction, to confession, and 
to repentance. So, as we look at this next section, answer this question. Do you regularly feel 
conviction for your sin? Are you quick to confess it and repent? 
 

When Isaiah encountered the holiness of God, he cried out, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! 
Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord of hosts” (Isaiah 6:5).9 R. C. Sproul refers to this as the “trauma of 
holiness.” Holiness can be traumatic, because holiness exposes, it penetrates, and it convicts.  
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“Woe is me, for I am ruined!” When we see God for who He really is, we see ourselves 
for who we really are. Holiness exposes the truth about us. When we see God for who He really 
is, and see ourselves for who we really are, we also see our desperate need for grace. Coming close 
to His holiness shines a spotlight on every detail of our lives. 
 
 Holiness exposes the seriousness of our sin and how it offends a holy God. The Apostle 
John said, “God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). God is holy and 
cannot tolerate sin. John went on to write, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us … If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 
us” (1 John 1:8, 10, ESV). 
 
 Our sin offends a holy God. It disrupts our relationship with God. And worst of all, when 
we sin it is an insult to the sacrifice of Jesus. With a passing phrase, John mentioned “the blood of 
Jesus cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). That phrase meant everything to John, because he 
witnessed the cross. He was there. He watched Jesus die in his place. He heard His Savior groan 
and bleed. We must never forget that our sin cost Jesus His life, that blood was the price tag for 
our sin. 
 
 Holiness exposes, it penetrates, it convicts. But it also does something else. Holiness 
cleanses and purifies. “Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which 
he had taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my mouth with it and said, ‘Behold, this has 
touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven’” (Isaiah 6:6-7). Isaiah 
confessed his sin and an angel touched him with a burning coal, and he was cleansed and forgiven. 
 
 When we get close to the holiness of God, it will expose our sin. It will convict us. The 
question is what will we do when we are convicted? Will we continue in our sin or will we confess 
it and repent? David is the best role model and Psalm 51 is the best template for confession. When 
his affair with Bathsheba became public, David was convicted and broken, and he poured his heart 
out to God. Psalm 51 shows us how David confessed his sin and teaches us how we should confess 
our sin.  
 
 Appeal to God’s grace. “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions … Wash me … and cleanse me from 
my sin” (Psalm 51:1-2). No matter what you’ve done, no matter how bad you think it was, God is 
compassionate and gracious. He is eager to hear your confession and forgive you. 
 
 Admit your sin. “I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, 
you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight” (Psalm 51:3-4, ESV). Admit it. Don’t 
try to hide it. The Bible says, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the 
truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8, NAS). But by confessing it, we are agreeing with God.10 It’s saying, 
“Lord, You have convicted me and convinced me, and I agree with You that what I did was 
wrong.” 
 
 Second Corinthians 7 teaches us that confession must come with “godly sorrow.” 11 
Richard Foster says that confession is “a deep regret at having offended the heart of the Father.”12 
There must be, as John Ortberg adds, an “entering into God’s pain over sin.”13/14 Every time we 
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sin, we should feel sorrow, pain, and regret. Because every time we sin it should remind us of the 
cross. Every flippant, lustful, and selfish act we have committed cost Jesus a drop of His blood. 
 
 Allow God to restore you. “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me … Restore to me the joy of your salvation” (Psalm 51:10, 12, ESV). Conviction brings 
sorrow, but confession leads to restoration.15 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9, NAS).16 The Bible 
says, “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us” (Psalm 
103:12). When we confess our sins, God promises, “I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I 
will remember no more” (Jeremiah 31:34).17 
 
 And always, approach God in brokenness. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise” (Psalm 51:17, ESV). Never casually, never 
flippantly. Always broken, always humble. And when we approach God like this, He will forgive 
us, cleanse us, and restore us. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9, ESV). That’s amazing grace.  
 
 
 HOLINESS INSPIRES 
 
 Holiness amazes. Holiness exposes. And holiness inspires. When Isaiah encountered the 
holiness of God, he threw himself before God. He offered himself to God. He surrendered to His 
Lordship. And he was filled with desire to be holy as God is holy. 
 
 The great theologian J. I. Packer writes in his book Rediscovering Holiness, “A holy 
person’s motivating aim, passion, desire, longing, aspiration, goal, and drive is to please God.”18 
So, the question is, do you have such a desire for holiness? 
 
 Isaiah “saw the Lord” and he “heard the voice of the Lord.” “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for Us?” And Isaiah eagerly answered, “Here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8). When Isaiah 
encountered the holiness of God, he threw himself at God. Like the old hymn, “Take my life and 
let it be, consecrated, Lord, to Thee.” Isaiah offered himself to God. He surrendered to His 
Lordship. And he was filled with desire to be holy as God is holy. 
  
 The call of God is to live a holy life and to live with a holy purpose. That’s why we keep 
talking about “In His Image … For His Mission.” “In His Image” means being conformed into the 
image of Christ, as Romans 8:29 says. The goal of the Christian life is to look like Jesus, to live a 
holy life. The goal is also “For His Mission,” to live for Jesus. Isaiah is an example of this. When 
he said, “Here am I. Send me,” he offered his life to God. With a desire to live a holy life and to 
live with a holy purpose, of being the prophet that God called him to be. The call on our lives is to 
look like Jesus and to live for Jesus. “In His Image … For His Mission.” 
 
 We hear the call to holiness throughout the Bible. Moses challenged the Hebrews and Peter 
repeated it 1,500 years later, and the Bible says it to us today. “As obedient children … like the 
Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, ‘You 
shall be holy, for I am holy’ ” (1 Peter 1:14-16, NAS). 
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Positionally, we are already holy. The moment a person believes in Jesus, that person 
becomes a “new creation,” with a new heart and a new life.19 That person becomes a child of God, 
fully accepted into His family.20 Paul said, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer 
I who live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). And then he made this amazing declaration. 
“For the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are” (1 Corinthians 3:17, NAS). As a believer 
in Jesus Christ, you are a temple of God. Jesus Christ lives in you, and where Jesus is … is holy. 
Positionally, you are already holy. 

 
But practically, we must learn to live that way. It is an ongoing process throughout our 

lives called sanctification. It is the ongoing process of becoming more and more like Jesus. 
Temptation is still very real, and sin still lurks within us. Sometimes we resist, and sometimes we 
don’t. But hopefully, each day, it becomes more natural and more instinctive to live like Jesus. 
 
 The process of sanctification requires discipline. The Bible says, “Make every effort … to 
be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14, NIV). “Make every effort.” 
Holiness is not some mystical state. It requires the discipline of yielding to the Holy Spirit who 
lives in us. The Bible says we are to purify “ourselves from everything that contaminates body and 
spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God” (2 Corinthians 7:1, NIV). We must remove 
everything that contaminates our mind and body and spirit, and allow the Holy Spirit to reign in 
our hearts and reflect the holiness of God. The holiness of God must touch every area of our lives. 
Our character and our conscience. Our desires and ambitions. Our values, our worldview, our 
thoughts, our lifestyle.21 

 
Does the holiness of God inspire you? Does it stir and stimulate something within you? 

Does it compel you and challenge you? Does the holiness of God make you want to hand your life 
over to God, as Isaiah did? Does it compel you to surrender to His Lordship? Does it fill you with 
a desire to live a holy life? 
 
 

May the holiness of God amaze and overwhelm us, filling us with awe and humility 
and reverence. 

May the holiness of God expose every sin, convicting us so that we confess and 
repent of every sin in our lives. 

May the holiness of God inspire us to offer our lives to God, and as we do, may He 
fill us with a desire to be holy as our Father is holy. 
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NOTES 

1 See also 1 Peter 1:15-16. 
2 See 2 Chronicles 26:16. 
3 See Exodus 3:5, Exodus 20:8, Exodus 28, Exodus 29. 
4 The lyrics of Israel’s songs declared His holiness. 

• “Who is like You, majestic in holiness?” (Exodus 15:11, NAS). 
• “Holy and awesome is His name” (Psalm 111:9, NAS). 
• “Let them praise your great and awesome name. Your name is holy!” (Psalm 99:3, NLT). 
• “I am the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King” (Isaiah 43:15, NAS). 
• “I am God and not man, the Holy One in your midst” (Hosea 11:9, NAS). 

5 See Deuteronomy 4:24 and Hebrews 12:29, and also 1 John 1:5. 
6 Referred to as mysterium tremendum by Rudolf Otto. [Donald W. McCullough, The Trivialization of God: The Dangerous 
Illusion of A Manageable Deity (Colorado Springs, CO: Navpress, 1995), page 82] 
7 Jerry Bridges, The Joy of Fearing God (Colorado Springs, CO: Waterbrook Press, 1997), page 66. 
8 See Psalm 99:1. 
9 Peter felt the same thing when he realized who Jesus really way. Peter fell down at Jesus’ feet and begged Him, “Go away from 
me Lord, for I am a sinful man!” (Luke 5:8, NAS). 
10 See 1 John 1:9. The Greek word “confess” means to agree with, or to say the same. To confess sin is to say the same thing God 
says about it. 
11 See 2 Corinthians 7:9-11. 
12 Richard J. Foster, The Celebration of Discipline (San Francisco, CA: HarperSanFrancisco, 1978, 1988), page 152. 
13 John Ortberg, The Life You’ve Always Wanted (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1997), page 127. 
14 Paul also wrote about being “sorrowful to the point of repentance” (2 Corinthians 7:9). 
15 Richard Foster writes, “Confession (may) begin in sorrow, but it ends in joy” (Foster, page 153). 
16 See Psalm 32:1-5. 
17 See Proverbs 28:13. 
18 J. I. Packer, Rediscovering Holiness (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2009), page 21. 
19 See 2 Corinthians 5:17. 
20 See Galatians 3:26 and 1 John 3:1. 
21 See Psalm 101:3 and Philippians 4:8. 

                                                 


